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Recommending a Dual

Graphic Xiangai %=k 3
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Positioning System

In xiangqji, the vertical lines of the board
are labelled as file 1, file 2... file 9, from right to
left in each playeris perspective. The horizontal
lines (ranks) however, are not labelled. It lacks a
convention to pinpoint the location of a piece.

When we annotate a game or discuss a tactical
move, sometimes we may have to refer repeatedly
to a particular location. How we wish we could have
something like a coordinate system that will make
the job much easier.

You may not be aware that such a convention
existed in ancient manual. The non-repeating
words of a xiangqi poem are mapped to the 90
points of the board. It has not been handed down
for obvious reasons 6 to remember which word
corresponds to which spot is simply daunting.

Inspired by the poem mapped board and
the traditional move notation, | device a Dual
Positioning System for the board as shown in the
left diagram abpve.

| shall now use a short annotation on a Fairy
Game (or No-King Game) to illustrate the use of
this Dual Positioning System.

Firstly, if Black were to move first, his Horse will

be dead at once, because the three spots B61, B72
and B92 to where it may move are controlled by
the enemy Horses. Secondly, Red must not move
the Horse in the central file, else he will lose control
of two points.

1.H3+5 H8+9

Now Red must cut off B73 and B84.

2.-H-4 H9-8

3. H4+3 H8+7

Redis move kills three birds in one stone, it
controls B61 and B92, and is ready to block the
enemy Horse when Black continues with the only
available move.

4. H5-4

Now the Black Horse can go to one of the
following 4 spots: B60, B8O, B91 or B93.

But it will be trapped in similar manner. Letis
look into the first option for example.

4. — H7-6

5. H3+4 and Red wins.

Black has the same destiny if he moves the
Horse to B80, B91 or B93 (Red will nail it down with
the appropriate Horse).
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